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Forgotten residents?

Jews living in Arab neighborhoods who were attacked during the

recent riots claim they are neglected by police

* By YARDENA SCHWARTZ

n the volatile aftermath of

the kidnapping and mur-

der of four teenage boys,

violent riots gripped Jeru-

salem, leaving behind what
will likely become iconic images
of the lead-up to Operation Pro-
tective Edge.

First there was the crowd
of right-wing demonstrators
marching through Jerusalem
chanting “Death to Arabs” and

attacking random Palestinians,
just as Naftali Fraenkel, Gil-
Ad Shaer and Eyal Yifrah were
laid to rest and their families
warned against an atmosphere
of vengeance.

Then, after the body of
Muhammad Abu Khdeir was
discovered in the Jerusalem
Forest, came the reaction

from predominantly Arab east
Jerusalem. Footage of fierce riots
in Shuafat, broadcast around
the world, depicted Israeli police
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firing tear gas and rubber bullets
at young Palestinian stone-
throwers. A viral video of police
beating one rioter, Abu Khdeir’s
15-year-old cousin, spawned
condemnations from the USand
Israeli leaders.

Reports of Israeli violence
against Palestinians appeared
in just about every major
international newspaper.
Receiving arguably less
attention were the many cases of
incitement and attacks against
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A close-up of the bullet hole left behind by the alleged shootout at Nof Zion. (Yardena Schwartz)

the Jews of east Jerusalem.
Along the destroyed light rail
line in Shuafat, where some of
the fiercest rioting took place,
graffiti  proclaimed, “Death
to Israel, Death to the Jews.”
Further south, on July 6 in Nof
Zion - a Jewish neighborhood
that straddles the Arab town
of Jebl Mukaber - Palestinians
threw Molotov cocktails and
firebombs at Jewish homes.
One of those Molotoc cocktails
narrowly missed a mother who

was holding her two-week-old
baby, and torching two cars that
were parked next to a gas tank.

One of the worst incidents
took place on Saturday night,
July 5, when an elderly Jewish
man, his wife and two children
were attacked on their walk
home in the Old City. The
Damascus Gate was closed to
Jewish residents that night, so
they had to go by way of the
market, through the Muslim
Quarter.
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City councillor Arieh King. (Courtesy)

‘In the Jewish neighborhoods, you have police stations

and a heavy police presence throughout the year. In east

Jerusalem, that’s not the case, and this is why | think we

got to where we are today, where the Arabs in Shuafat

started to demolish public property, causing damage of

tens of millions of shekels, and of course the people who are

paying the taxes need to sponsor the repair of these places’
Arieh King

city councillor

Batya Kayman with her husband and children at the park in French Hill, which overlooks
Shuafat Refugee Camp. (Courtesy Batya Kayman)
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Ben Packer with his wife and children in the Old City. (Courtesy Ben Packer)
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: ] pea I n g the air. It was the first time he

.' had used his personal weapon,
says his wife, “after decades of
S ummer ca m p ’ Ca}r]rying it just in case.””

The mob dispersed
immediately, she says. She, her
husband and their son were left
lying in the street, stunned and
in pain, their eyes and throats
stinging from the gas, no longer
able to stand up. It took a while for the police to show up, and when
they did, the El-Hais were shocked by their reaction.

“The first thing they did was point at my husband and say, ‘He’s
the problem!” Despite our terrible physical condition and the police’s
promise to let us go home first, they dragged us to the Kishle police
station,” Hanarecounts. “Our son was taken for interrogation, and we
sat there waiting for him. My husband’s health deteriorated further.
Despite all that, they detained him, too, for interrogation, and only
hours later was he allowed to go to the hospital. The next morning,
we were dumbfounded to find that we were being interrogated under
caution, charged with attacking our attackers. His pistol was seized,
and we were left beaten body and soul by our evil enemies, and to
our great dismay, abandoned by those whose duty it is to protect us.”

According to the Jerusalem Police, an investigation into that
incident is ongoing, as is an investigation into the attacks in Nof
Zion.

On July 7, after the aforementioned Molotov cocktail incident,
Jewish residents were guarding the building that had been attacked,
when Palestinians allegedly drove up to the same building and started
shooting a Kalashnikov rifle at the guards. After one of the Jewish
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For the outdoor types we offer camp building activities, rope

technigques, maps and compasses, outdoor cooking, sports and guards took out his pistol and fired back, the car drove away, leaving
. c I LI ; . no casualties except for a bullet hole in a security gate, and two bullet

more. Creative minds & active imaginations will have a chance tosing holes through the window of a thankfully empty apartment.
: : ; Residents who witnessed the incident and called the police said it
& Cance, and engage ”:1 pL.f ppeteering, shadow casting, and muc-h took 20 minutes for them to arrive, despite the police station being a
much more. Future scientists and technology entrepreneurs will one-minute drive up the road. In this case, they took Yoni, the Jewish

man who had fired back at his alleged attackers, into custody for a few
hours, questioned him, and released him after taking away his pistol.
All of the YMCA's campers will enjoy art workshops, swimming “The police were here for five minutes, and all they took were the

' : shells from Yoni’s gun. They didn’t ask any of us what happened.
classes at the Y's pool, group games and an all-round good time at They just took Yoni away and left,” says Chen Rosen, a resident of

our International, multi-lingual program. Nof Zion who witnessed the incident. “After the police left, 50 Arabs
came back rioting, screaming ‘Allahu Akbar!’ and throwing rocks.”
According to Israel Police spokesman Micky Rosenfeld, initial
police reports stated that fireworks had been thrown at the security
guard, who had responded with gunfire. After further investigation,
police did find bullet holes in the building and determined that
the guard had responded correctly to the situation. Police are still

visit a world of model building, puzzle solving and crazy inventions.
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Lr”:;’:‘; i':‘ '1:;' ";'_:“,L;:{ Wk §H&:'1'1'“ Call us at: 02-5692677 057-7308281 well as looking into video footage from the building’s surveillance
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camera.
apeill el il Gl snig Together Camp Director: Efrat Hatcwell Eyal The investigation is ongoing, but Jewish residents who watched

the footage say it will prove their side of the story.
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One of two cars that were destroyed by fire bombs outside Nof
Zion. (Yardena Schwartz)

IF THE residents of Sderot are on the front lines of the air war with
Gaza, bearing the brunt of rocket attacks from Palestinian terrorists,
the Jewish residents of east Jerusalem are on the front lines of the
street war that has boiled over within the country’s borders, enduring
near-daily attacks since the beginning of July.

Like those in Sderot, who were living under constant rocket
fire long before Tel Aviv residents became accustomed to trading
their alarm clocks for early-morning rocket sirens, Jews living in
predominantly Arab east Jerusalem have grown used to verbal and
physical attacks from their neighbors.

“This week was bad,” says Batya Kayman, who lives in French Hill,
the Jewish neighborhood sandwiched between Arab Shuafat and
Isawiya. Overlooking the Shuafat refugee camp, Kayman points out
that many of the buildings are new, Jerusalem-stone structures, not
the tent camp that many watching the news overseas mightimagine.

“I've seen these riots many times before, especially on ‘Nakba Day’
and ‘Naksa Day,”” says the mother of four, using the Arabic names
for Independence Day and Jerusalem Day. “It’s our reality. This is
nothing new, it’s just worse than usual.”

Indeed, it is much worse than usual.

Between April and July, there was a four-fold increase in attacks
against Jewish residents of east Jerusalem. According to figures from
the Construction and Housing Ministry, which is responsible for
the safety of this area’s Jewish residents, there were 44 such attacks
in the first 14 days of April. In contrast, the first 14 days of July -
immediately after the murder of Abu Khdeir - brought 179 attacks
against Jews in east Jerusalem.

And much like residents of Sderot, who were hoping the
government would take action against Hamas long before Operation
Protective Edge began, Jewish residents of east Jerusalem wish the
government would do more to protect them.

“We feel that we have no backing. We have no one to turn to,” says
Nof Zion’s Rosen.

Rabbi Ben Packer, director of the Jerusalem Heritage House, has
lived in the Old City for 15 years and says that Ramadan typically
brings more nighttime disturbances among the city’s Arab
population. This year, however, he is taking extra precautions that
he hasn’t taken in the past, such as limiting how late his five children
can leave the house and where they can go.

While Packer blames the kidnapping and murder of the teenage
boys for heightening tensions between the city’s Arab and Jewish
residents, he faults the police for allowing the situation to escalate
asmuch as it has.
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Fish Festival at "Noya"

Full meal for NIS 95 only per person!
From 15/7 -5/8 between 12:00-22:00

Meal includes:

Opener:
Stone-baked focaccia served with olive oil,
4 dips and seasonal vegetable antipasti.

First courses:

House Ravioli filled with spinach, artichoke
and sweet potato sauce with a touch of
pesto

Green Salad baby greens, lettuce,
cranberries, and peanuts with an olive oil
and balsamic vinaigrette.

Soup of the Day - varies

Root Vegetables Salad greens with Smith
and a variety of root vegetables in honey-
pesto dressing.

Eggplant Trio stone-baked served with
spiced baladi tahini.

3 Shlomzion Hamalka St., Jerusalem. For reservations: 02-6257311. Sun.-Thu. 12:00-24:00

Individual Main Courses:

Tilapia in lemon, garlic and olive oil sauce
served with baked potato.

Salmon fillet in a sauce of dry white wine,
garlic, greens and tarragon served with
baked potato.

Mullet Fillet in lemon, garlic and olive oil
sauce served with baked potato.

Dessert:
Homemade vanilla ice cream,
on a bed of date silan and sesame paste

decorated with halva strands and walnuts.
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The marks left behind by a Molotov cocktail throw

who was holding her newborn baby. (Yardena Schwartz)

“At night there is definitely
a feeling of insecurity, and the
feeling that the police could
not care less,” says the rabbi.
Referring to the protests in
Jerusalem by right-wing Israelis,
he notes that “the police were
able to keep the Jewish rioters
in place. You can see that in
the videos. When it comes to
here, they’ve been an abysmal
failure.”

According to  Rosenfeld,
neither side has been immune to
attacks or consequences.

“There have been a number
of incidents of violence in east
Jerusalem, including violence
against Jews by Arab residents, as
well as violence against Arabs by
Jewish residents,” says the police
spokesman.

Since the riots began, he says,
250 Arabs have been arrested
for attacking Jews across the
country, with 140 of them in
east Jerusalem. As for the total
number of Jews arrested for
attacking Arabs, he says the
police do not have national
figures, but notes that 47
Jewish Israelis were arrested in
that single day of protests in

Jerusalem.
Rosenfeld categorically
rejects the accusations of

police incompetence from east
Jerusalem’s Jewish residents,
saying, “The situation is
being contained by the Israel
Police. We've stepped up
police  operations,  patrols,
anti-riot units and undercover
units. Where there have been
disturbances in east Jerusalem,
police units have responded to
them.”

Yaron Zamir, a spokesman
for Public Security Minister
Yitzhak Aharonovitch, adds

that the minister is working to
increase budgets and efforts to
secure the east Jerusalem area
through both the expansion of
security cameras and increased
manpower.

DESPITE THEIR feelings of
insecurity, Jewish residents of
east Jerusalem receive more
protection from the police and
the government than perhaps

shooting independently around
Jerusalem. A couple of weeks
ago, there were Jewish protesters
looking to attack Arabs. The

tensions on both sides are
increasing. The extremists on
both sides are becoming much
more apparent, and this needs to
be dealt with.”

According to Jerusalem City
Council member Arieh King, an
unofficial leader of the Jewish

‘I think it’s good that the police

took for questioning someone

who shot back at an Arab. People

should not go around shooting

independently around Jerusalem’

any other sector of the Israeli
population, complete with a
special budget for security to
which other areas of the country
are not entitled.

“The amount of effort put into
these areas is quite high,” says
Nimrod Goren, founder and
chairman of Mitvim - The Israeli
Institute for Regional Foreign
Policies, who lectures on Middle
Eastern studies at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem.

“Usually the criticism is
that these efforts are too high,
not too low,” he says. “I think
it'’s good that the police took
for  questioning someone
who shot back at an Arab.
People should not go around

Nimrod Goren

Mitvim

residents of east Jerusalem, there
have been at least 300 attacks in
east Jerusalem since the murder
of Abu Khdeir. Those attacks,
say King and other residents,
have included stone-throwing,
Molotov cocktails, firebombs,
beatings of individuals, and the
shooting in Nof Zion.

But unlike many of his
followers, King, whose
stated mission is to “Judaize
Jerusalem,” does not blame
the police. Instead, he boldly
and unabashedly blames Prime
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu.

“Jerusalem is Jerusalem,” says
King, who founded the Israel
Land Fund, an organization
dedicated to acquiring Jewish

land in east Jerusalem and
helping Jews purchase land
throughout the country. He
was one of the first to settle in
Ma’aleh Zeitim 17 years ago,
and still lives in this Jewish
neighborhood on the Mount
of Olives with his wife and six
children.

“There should be no difference
between east, west, north and
south Jerusalem. And yet we
see that the government of
Israel has no control in east
Jerusalem,” he says. “That’s
because it is Bibi Netanyahu'’s
policy not to enforce Israeli law
in east Jerusalem.”

He adds that “Netanyahu is
doing everything possible in
order to divide Jerusalem” - an
argument with which many on
the opposite end of the political
spectrum would likely disagree.

When King ran for city
council, he courted the Arabs
of neighboring east Jerusalem
areas, some of whom voted
for him despite his campaign
promise to silence the muezzins’
daily calls to prayer. His popular
promise, embraced by both
Arabs and Jews in east Jerusalem,
was to bring them the same
services that the western side
of the city enjoyed. As a council
member for less than a year, he
has yet to realize that lofty goal,
but he points to Netanyahu as
maintaining a policy that leaves
east Jerusalem neglected.

“l blame the government
that doesn’t have the courage
to build even one police station
in Arab neighborhoods in east
Jerusalem,” says King. “In the
Jewish  neighborhoods, you
have police stations and a heavy
police presence throughout
the year. In east Jerusalem,
that’s not the case, and this is
why I think we got to where
we are today, where the Arabs
in Shuafat started to demolish
public property, causing damage
of tens of millions of shekels,
and of course the people who are
paying taxes need to sponsor the
repair of these places.”

Like  many  critics of
Netanyahu, King also blames
the prime minister’s prisoner
release deals for creating an
invincibility complex. Just last
month, local Palestinians stoned
his house on two separate
occasions. Both times he called
the police, but none came. He
has had stones thrown at him
several times while walking
home through Ras el-Amud, the
Arab neighborhood in which
Ma’aleh Zeitim is located.

“Once the Arabs see this kind
of policy, they get braver,” he
argues. “They do things that
they wouldn’t have done before,
because they will not be arrested,
and if they are arrested, they will

be released, even for murder.”

UNLIKE KING, many Jewish
residents of east Jerusalem are
hesitant to discuss this delicate
security situation, for fear of
perpetuating an image of fear
and violence in Jerusalem that
could dissuade other Jews from
moving there.

One man who was forced
to leave his home in the Old
City because cinder blocks
were thrown through the
windows, leaving it vulnerable
to intruders, did not want his
name to appear in this article
and asked that this reporter
write a more positive story about
life in Jerusalem. According to
King, he is not the only Jewish
east Jerusalem resident who
has decided to leave, either
temporarily or for good.

Daniel Luria, executive director
of Ateret Cohanim - a Jewish
NGO dedicated to reclaiming
the area surrounding the Temple
Mount - downplays the current
atmosphere of violence.

“This is a new reality we’re
facing today, but the day-to-
day running of our lives is just
as it was before, maybe with a
touch more caution,” he says.
“One thing terrorists want to
do is instill fear in Jews around
the world, but they haven’t
succeeded in disrupting the lives
of our families and children in
and around the Old City.”

He adds, “There are those who
throw stones to kill, and there
are those who use stones to build
and bring life. We will continue
to build and bring life.”

And that is exactly what many
of these ideological families
intend to do - not despite but
perhaps because of the current
situation. After all, the wvast
majority of Jews living in east
Jerusalem did not settle here for
the weather, the affordable real
estate, or any reason other than a
passionate belief that Jerusalem
has always been and should
always remain the eternal home
of the Jewish people.

Kayman, the young mother in
French Hill, made aliya in 2003
after growing up in Los Angeles
during the LA riots.

“It’s the rockets that scare me,
not the rocks,” she says, hours
after Color Red sirens sounded
across the capital.

“I felt more afraid during the
LA riots,” she adds, looking out
her window at Shuafat. “How
many people get shot every day
in New York? Look at all the anti-
Semitism in Europe. Yes, there is
a lot of hatred against Jews here,
but it makes me proud to stand
here and say, ‘This is Jerusalem,
the eternal, undivided Jewish
capital of the world, and I have a

m

right to live here.”” o
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